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Five win court fight but battle with Hosei not over

Top court upholds
acquittal over protests
but penalties issued
by university still stand

THE FOREIGN ELEMENT

William Andrews

tfirst glance, Japan's tranquil
campuses would appear to
have little in common with Tai-

wan'’s universities, where police
recently clashed violently with students
protesting a trade deal struck with China.
One marked exception, however, would
be Hosei University in Tokyo, which for
several years has been the scene of
intense conflicts between sections of the
student body, administrators and police.

Since the trouble began in 2006, there
have been 125 arrests and 33 indict-
ments for trespassing, violating bylaws
on assembling and obstructing govern-
ment officials, among other offenses.
Eight Hosei students have been sus-
pended indefinitely for their part in the
protests and three expelled. While most
of those indicted have been convicted,
in February this year five activists were
found not guilty in one of the main trials
in the long-running saga.

Hosei students Taku Arai, Makoto
Masui, Ryo Onda and Yuichi Utsumi
and former Tohoku University student
Yosuke Oda had been charged in June
2009 under the Law for the Punishment
of Acte nf Vinlenre a nrewar ctatite
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Victorious:rActivists (left to right) Ryo Onda, Yosuke Oda, Yuichi Utsumi, Makot
reading “Innocent: a desperately fought defense!” The Supreme Court recently upheld their acquittal on charges under the Law
for the Punishment of Acts of Violence in a case that became a rallying point for students across Japan. COURTESY OF BUNKA RENMEI
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0 Masui and Taku Arai gather around a placard

the current climate of neoliberalism has
put a stranglehold on activism.

Hosei’s student organizations have
steadily ebbed away over the years. By
2002, its Student Self-Governance
Council had ceased to exist, while the
Bunka Renmei (a student cultural club
organization) dissolved in 2007. The
current incarnation is an unofficial,
unrecognized reboot.

The activists see their actions as part
of a struggle against neoliberalism and
nationwide changes to the university
system, such as increased outsourcing,
higher tuition fees and restrictions on
student organizations. Hosei became a
symbolic fight in the wider struggle
against these changes, galvanizing stu-
dent activists from around Japan.

Like many universities that invested
money in the stock market, Hosei suf-
fered heavy losses in the fallout from the
Lehman Brothers collapse. The activists
condemn the university for treating
education as a capitalist enterprise. The
Japan Times invited Hosei to comment
on the accusations in this article but the
university declined.

‘Three of the Hosei students among
the five were expelled, officially for “vio-
lent behavior” “interfering with univer-
sity duties” and “interfering with
classes.” Masui was removed from the
register for failing to pay fees.

The punishment “wasn’t because of
our arrests,” Onda says. “The reason was
our student activism.”

All five are still involved in political
activities, but whereas Utsumi and Onda
could be described as professional
activists, Arai, Onda and Masui are now
in steady work. Masui, for instance, is a
care worker and unionist.
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Violence was used repressively before the
war as a security law, but since 1945 it
has been used against both organized
crime and the student movement, and
today is actively employed for general
cases,” says professor Norio Takahashi,

a criminal-law specialist at Waseda Uni-
versity. “Tearing down notices is damag-
ing property, and when this is carried out
collectively, the sentence is aggravated.”

However, Takahashi also notes that an
equivalent penalty can be given out
under the regular property damage sec-
tion of the criminal code, though the
Law for the Punishment of Acts of Vio-
lence may be used instead to add weight
to the charges in cases where violence
or intimidation are involved.

The “Hosei Five” were ultimately
acquitted because the court ruled that
camera footage and witness testimony
central to the allegations were inconclu-
sive. The result is a mixed one and does

No entry: A student protester (right) is prevented from entering the Hosei University
zampus in Ichigaya, Tokyo, during a rally organized by the Bunka Renmei (Culture
-eague) student group on Friday. The group is calling for disciplinary measures taken
1gainst students for their role in past protests to be repealed. DAMON COULTER

not fully vindicate their cause in the long
run. The prosecution had claimed the
five had plotted and carried out the dam-
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